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Theme Client Libraries

Adobe strongly recommends using Core Components over Foundation Components for new 
AEM Adaptive Forms projects. Foundation Components should only be used for legacy form 
maintenance. Here are some reasons for Adobe’s recommendation:

Core Components
•	 High Performance: Smaller, more efficient client libraries and reduced HTTP requests 

lead to faster, lighter forms.
•	 Modern technology: Built with Sling Models and HTL (HTML Template Language).
•	 Actively maintained: Adobe continues to enhance and support Core Components.
•	 Responsive and accessible: Responsive design with BEM methodology, and ARIA support.
•	 Open-source and customizable: Easy to update, extend and customize.

Foundation Components
•	 Low Performance: Larger, less efficient client libraries and increased HTTP requests  

lead to heavier, slower forms.
•	 Legacy technology: Built with JSP (Java Server Pages).
•	 Not actively maintained: Adobe no longer enhances these components.
•	 	Limited flexibility: Customization is harder and more error-prone.

Theme Client Libraries is a one-day course that covers the fundamentals of creating and working with 
theme client libraries for AEM Core Component forms. Unlike the Themes used with AEM Foundation 
Component forms, AEM Theme Client Libraries are a specialized form of AEM Client Library designed 
specifically for Core Component styling.

Objectives:

After completing this course, you will be able to:

•	 Understand the differences between themes, client libraries, and theme client libraries.
•	 Use Visual Studio Code to create a Theme Client Library.
•	 Review and update the package.json file.
•	 Review and update the theme.scss file.
•	 Work with these important files: _base.scss, _fonts.scss, _grid.scss, _mixins.scss,  

and _variables.scss.
•	 Review and update SCSS files in the component folder.
•	 Execute various npm (Node Package Manager) commands to compile the theme client library.
•	 Add a compiled theme to a Maven Archetype project.
•	 Use Maven commands to build the AEM packages for your server.
•	 Test your new theme with your adaptive forms.

AUDIENCE
•	 Designers, Developers, Form Authors, 

and Technical Support Staff who need 
to create and manage AEM Forms with 
core components.  

PREREQUISITES
•	 Core Component Forms

PRODUCT VERSIONS
•	 AEM Forms as a Cloud Service
•	 AEM Form 6.5+ on premise servers

LENGTH
•	 1 day

COURSE MATERIALS
•	 Theme Client Libraires 
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